








Tke HARMONIZER

15

“THE LOST CHORD”

The Story Behind the Song Pictured on the Cover

The cover of this issue is the first to
feature a song widely popular in
SPEBSQSA circles. The barbershop
arrangement of “The Lost Chord” is
in “Barbershop Harmony,” edited by
Sigmund Spaeth, published by Mills.
The arrangement is by Cy Perkins, as
sung by The Misfits, our 1945 Cham-
pions.

Most of us think of Sir Arthur Sulli-
van as the composer of comic operas,
although, perhaps “The Lost Chord”
is most likely to keep his name fresh
in memory. That strange, quiet feel-
ing which comes over us when we
sing it was felt by the composer when
he wrote it, little realizing that many
people in the world would be drawn
into the same mood.

How Sullivan came to write it is best
told by his biographer: “All through
those days and nights of mid-January,
1877, he waited beside the bed of his
brother, Frederic. Death with its
fateful wings appeared to lurk in the
hot shadows of the room. So closely
had their lives been knitted that the
still figure in the bed seemed as a
part of himself that lay in jeopardy.

Presently, in the stillness of the night,
in one of the lone hours of waiting,
fragments of some verses which had
attracted him a few years before came
to his mind—* . . . struck one chord of
music like the sound of a great Amen
. . . it may be that Death’s bright
angel will speak in that chord again.’

His brother appeared to have drifted
into a peaceful slumber, Sullivan drew
together some odd sheets of paper
and sketched out the complete setting
from the first bar to the last. As he

worked on it, he felt that even if in
the cold light of day, it were to prove
worthless, it would at least have
helped to while away the hours of
anxious waiting. It was his last com-
position for many months, for when
on January 18, 1877 Frederic died, his
brother ceased to compose.

Later that year when the song was
published, it swept through England
as an inspiration, and eclipsed in a
few months in its sales, all the ballads
in England in forty years.

Mrs. Pierre Ronalds, one of the
sweetest singers of the day in English
Society, and life-long friend of Arthur
Sullivan, sang it through the years to
his great pleasure . . . The first
phonograph record made in England
was that of Mrs. Ronalds singhg
“The Lost Chord.” He gave the
original manusecript to her, which, by
her instructions, was buried with her.

Shortly before Sir Arthur Sullivan’s
death, he wrote to a friend: “I have
composed much music since then, but
have never written a second ‘Lost
Chord".”

The verses—written by Adelaide Anne
Proctor, a poet’s poet, who died in
1864—first appeared in Charles Dick-
ens’ famous “Household Words.”
What inspiration caused her to write
the words has evidently never been re-
corded. The song we owe to two peo-
ple who never knew each other, who
each had his own inspiration, inspires
everyone, everywhere, whenever it is
sung or heard,
Ted Livingston,
Manhattan Chapter.

JOHNSON'S WAX FOUR, Racine, Wisconsin Chapter

8. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., sponsors of the radio program, “Fibber McGee and

Molly,” have their own quartet—all members of our Racine Chapter.

L. to R—

Walter Bridgeman, tenor, Technical Service Director; Bob Vance, lead, Assistant

Advertising Manager; Don Huettner, bari,

Merchandiser; and Ray Carlson, bass,

Sales Manager. Maybe these are the boys who arranged the Fibber-Molly broadcast
that caused such a delighted furore in Society circles,
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DAYTON CHAPTER

presents

PARADE
QUARTETS

MEMORIAL HALL
Dayton, Ohio

January 25th, 1947
8:30 P. M.

ADDRESS RESERVATIONS TO;

C. H. AVEY

341 Park End Dr.
DAYTON 5, OHIO

Decatur, |lllinois, Chapter

Second Annual
Presentation

of
The Cornbelt
Chorus

and

PARADE of QUARTETS

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 1, 1946

KINTNER GYMNASIUM
DECATUR, ILLINOIS

TICKETS $1.20 TAX INCLUDED

— ADVANCE TICKET SALES —
Please send Check or Money Order to:
PAUL F. MARSHALL

505 County Bldg.
DECATUR, Il







The way I see it Howard L. Cranford,
secretary of Washingtondeesee Chap-
ter has made an invaluable contribu-
tion to the Society in publishing his
Exec Committee’s proclamation of
Top Tenor Night, Excerpts from his
bulletin, “Sharp Notes,” follow:

“WHEREAS . . . the Executive Com-
mittee finds that each and every one
of its members aspires to sing in a
quartet; . . . and WHEREAS, no
quartet can sing without a top tenor;
and WHEREAS top tenors, who
haven’t been claimed by at least one
quartet already, are scarce as hen's
teeth . . . IT IS THEREFORE RE-
SOLVED that Chapter 199 set aside
the evening of September 23 as Top
Tenor Night. IT IS FURTHER RE-
SOLVED that each and every mem-

by Deac Martin

"1 disagree with what you say,
but I chall defend to the death
your right to say it.'
Altributed to Vollaire, 1694-1778

ber bring a top tenor with him on
that evening . . ."”

Elsewhere, Howard said there was no
bag limit, but suggested bringing
them in alive, if possible. Both hu-
mane and sensible, I call that.

Only recently The Founder and I dis-
cussed this serious problem half way
across the state of Oklahoma, We're
entirely agreed that it's so basic that
we should start with heredity and pre-
natal influence. Much of the remaind-
er of our lives will be devoted to
matching existing tenors with so-
pranos who will agree to sing nothing
lower than b-flat during the crucial
months. Their offspring will be fed
exclusively on bird seed until age 14.
That and a cricket under every hearth,
to set the right example, may get re-
sults,

Unbiased surveys prove the need for
a Foundation - for - the - Propagation -
Training - and - Uplift - of - Tenors, It

should be maintained by Society
basses, baris and leads who can’t find
that rare bird able to soar above the
staff and smile while doing it. Con-
tributions, in high figures only, will
be acecepted by this department and
placed in esskylark (I almost said
escrow) until Leading Scientists can
desert atom-smashing for constructive
efforts toward elevating at least part
of the race.

Eventually, I want to see the Founda-
tion housed on Pike’s Peak, which cer-
tainly will keep the trainees above
sounds of bull frog croaking or other
low influences. Wrens and canaries in
cages will be the decorative motif,
Only uplifting books will be in the
library. Theme song, to be sung by
all, on rising, at bedtimes, and before
and after meals—"You Take the High
Road . . .”

A flash from Jean M. Boardman,
President of Washington, D. C. Chap-
ter: “Our special night brought in five
good tenors as guests, several of whom
we expect to get as members. But,
better still, an article which ran in
the Washington KEvening Star is
bringing good results.”
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for Christmas Harmony
X that'll LAST and LAST

Give him...Give her... Give yourself
SPEBSQSA QUARTET RECORDS

Five Record Set—
Elastic Four, Chicago
Check to S.P.E.B.8.0.5.A., Inc. and
mail to Carroll P, Adams, Interna-
tional Secretary, 18270 Grand River
Avenue, Detroit 23, Michigan.
Price, $6.25 express collect

Three Record Set—by the top five
quartets in the 1946 Finals.
Check to the Neff Recording Co,,
and mail to Carroll P. Adams, Interna-
tional Secretary, 18270 Grand River
Avenue, Detroit 23, Michigan.
Price, $6.00 Delivered

Three Record Set—
Four Harmonizers, Chicago. d
Check should be made out and mailed

b

to Harmony Records, Suite 602, 20 W.
Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Illinecis.
Price, $5.68 Delivered

Three Record Set—
Mid-States Four, Chicago.

Check should be made out and mailed
to Ferrest Haynes, 2174 Giddings,
Chicago, Illinois.

Price, $3.50 Delivered

Three Record Set—in album
Harmony Halls, Grand Rapids
Check should be made out and mailed
to Harmony Halls, 214 Houseman
Bldg., Grand Ramds, 2, Mich.
Price, $6.50 Delivered

Three Record Set—

Chord Busters, Tulsa
Check should be made out to and
mailed to N. T. Enmeier, D. D. §,,

b4

2436 E. 23 St., Tulsa, Oklahoma,

Price, $6.75 Delivered
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JERSEY RAMBLERS RECORD
A record, “Bringing Home The Ba-
con,” was introduced on radio station
WAAT, Newark, N. J., thus:
“The Jersey Ramblers,” Harry
Demarest, Tenor; George Sheridan,
Lead; Edward Marsh, Baritone and
Ray Sandiford, Bass, are all members
of the Newark Chapter of that barber
shop harmony society of the long
name that has recently come so
strongly to public attention,
SPEBSQSA for short.”
And here they are just as introduced.
The program was heard and com-
mented upon by many, one of whom
reported that he heard it while dining
in one of the big New York hotels.

CHARTER NIGHT PARADE
Colorado Springs Chapter celebrated
its Charter Night August 13 with a
Parade attended by almost 2,000 peo-
ple. Special features of the program
included quartet harmony by the
Scottsbluffers of the Scottsbluff, Ne-
braska Chapter, the Harmonizers
from Denver and the Mountain
Canaries, local foursome. The charter
list carried the names of 51 members.

Have you, Mr. Chapter President, and
vou, Mr. Chapter Secretary, a Chap-
ter Reference Manual? If not, we
suggest you order one today from the
International Office.

THE JERSEY RAMBLERS (Designation of members is in story).
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90% of Our Chapters Are
Now in Active Districts

In June, 1940, Michigan was the first
to form a District of its four Chapters
—Detroit, Lansing, Flint and Grand
Rapids. Now there are ten districts,
covering 90% of chapters.

Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio
still retain state boundaries, but In-
diana has taken Kentucky into the
Indiana-Kentucky District. The cities
in western New York have formed a
Central-Western New York District.
Those in New York City, the states of
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Dis-
trict of Columbia and eastern Pennsyl-
vania have organized the Mid-Atlan-

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
Illinois

Elmhurst, Il
Indiana-Kentucky

Michigan Robert Walker

1108 Lakeside Drive
Grand Rapids (6) Mich.

Ohio Neison T. White
P. O. Box 1379
Columbus, Ohio

Wisconsin

Henry M. Stanley
315 S. Kenilworth

Joseph Weatendorf
244 W. Suttenfield St.
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Jack Dollenmaier
2301 E. Beverly Road
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

tic States District. The New England
states and eastern New York have
formed the Northeastern District. Re-
cently the Central States District was
formed with Missouri, Kansas, Ne-
braska and Oklahoma. Most recent
are the Far West District and On-
tario, Canada.

Each District operates under a con-
stitution approved by the Society and
under a Charter granted by the In-
ternational President.

The Presidents and Secretaries of
each District are:

SECRETARY
Larry Favoright
N. Batavia Ave.
Batavia, Ill.

Frank D. Vogt
909 W. Beardsley Ave.
Elkhart, Indiana

Howard Heath
1514 Court St.
Saginaw, Mich.

James Emsley
300 Citizens Bldg.
Canton (2) Ohio

A, H. Falk
219 W. Commercial St.
Appleton, Wisconsin

Mid-Atlantic States

Central-Western
New York

Northeast
Central States
Far Western

Ontario, (Can.)

James . Matthews
65 Jackson St.
Paterson, New Jersey

Wm. B. Coddington
Porterville Road
East Aurora, New York

Harold B. Staab
40 Roe Avenue
Northampton, Mass.

Clare Wilson
614 Electric Bldg.
Omaha, Nebraska

Russell C. Stanton
222 Pasqual
San Gabriel, Cal.

Hughbert Hamilton
London, Ontario

R. Harry Brown
3403 Madison St.
Wilmington, Del.

Phil Embury
30 Park St.
Warsaw, New York

Arthur Merrill
1567 Kingston Ave.
Schenectady, New York

H. T. White
4800 Jefferson Ave.
Kansas City, Mo.

Walter Holesapple
47611 E. Gage Ave.
Bell, Cal.

Charles E. B. Payne
Sarnia, Ontario

BARBERSHOPPERS
CELEBRATE

Three members of the Clapp Brothers
Quartet renewed their Barber Shop
Quartet Singing under the famous
San Gabriel, Calif. Mission grape vine
during the day of the Inter-Chapter
Parade of Quartets, October 5.

Ralph Clapp, of Alhambra, Calif., is
an active member of the San Gabriel
Chapter. Two of his brothers were
able to come to San Gabriel for the
occasion: Albert, of Santa Rosa, Calif.,
and Arch, of Kingman, Ariz. The
fourth member of the quartet, Ran-
dall, of Stevensville, Montana, could
not get there in time.
Saeramento, Calif., filled in at bass.

In 1896 the Clapp Brothers became
famous in the San Gabriel area of
California for their barbershop style
of harmonizing. None of them knows
a note of music but they did, and still
do, know how to harmonize.

WRITES FINIS . . .
Finis Jaynes, St. Louis, writes that
while in Pontiae, Mich., he couldn’t
pass up the opportunity . . . so to
Society meeting he went. There the
visiting Detroiters quartet steamed
him up to the point of a call to St.
Louis. A group of St. Louis Chapter
members who he knew would be at
John Schmitt’s office that evening
were treated to the rare opportunity
of hearing the Detroiters via Pontiac.

ANOTHER RADIO BOOST

HEN Eleanor Wilson McAdoo,

the only surviving daughter of
Woodrow Wilson, interviewed Sig
Spaeth on her radio program,
Woman's Club, her first question was
“What about the barber shop quar-
tet?” Sig came right back with the
answer, “It’s a most significant factor
in modern American life,” inevitably
followed by a solid boost for
S.P.E.B.5.Q.8.A. (Mrs. McAdoo al-
ready knew about the Society and was
able to give the full name).
Lecture audiences frequently ask Dr.
Spaeth about barbershop harmony, in
the question periods at the end of his
programs, and, needless to say, he
makes full use of such opportunities
for publicity. A number of quartets,
by the way, are working on Sig's
latest effort, The Old Barber Shop,
published by Mills Musie, Inc.

ONLY 304°?

The Morgan County Four had the center of the stage with 300 m embers of the Corn Belt Chorus for background at the Illinois State
Fair, Springfield, August 18.
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Clyde Filbert,.

J



WE LOVE A PARADE

—and here are the outstanding keynotes in
a “Down East’’ Winter of Harmony

NOVEMBER 15 — PATERSON PARADE
NOVEMBER 23 — BRONX ANNUAL VARIETY SHOW

NOVEMBER 30 - DIAMOND STATE QUARTET REVIEW (Wilmington)
DECEMBER 7 - TEANECK PARADE

DECEMBER 7 — WOOD-RIDGE GAY 90 COSTUME PARTY
JANUARY 4 - UNION CITY ANNUAL DANCE

JANUARY 11 — ANNUAL ASSOCIATION CONTEST—BALTIMORE
JANUARY 25 YORK PARADE

FEBRUARY 1 JERSEY CITY PARADE

FEBRUARY 25 — GARFIELD PARADE

APRIL 12 — PASSAIC PARADE AND MINSTREL

EDoE=e

Let the cold winds blow off the Atlantic. We’re ready for them
with a hot schedule of heart-warming harmony events from The
Bronx to Baltimore. With our grand International Champs—The
Garden State Quartet —to show the way, barbershop harmony is on
parade everywhere in this Association. And plans are under way
for additional nights of good fellowship and tuneful song.

Keep your eye on us brothers, and paste the above schedule of
events in your hat. If you’re down this way, join us in the fun.

MID-ATLANTIC STATES ASSOCIATION

OF CHAPTERS OF SPEBSQSA
(Home of the Garden State Quartet—INTERNATIONAL CHAMPS)

BALTIMORE, MD. No.1 CAMDEN, N. J. MANHATTAN, N. Y.
BALTIMORE, MD. No. 2 DELAWARE No. 1 (Wil.) NEWARK, N. J.
BAYONNE, N. J. DIAMOND STATE (Wil.) PASSAIC, N. J.
BRIDGETON, N. J. GARFIELD, N. J. PATERSON, N. J.
BRONX, N. Y. : HARRISBURGH, PA. TEANECK, N. J.
BROOKLYN, N. Y. JERSEY CITY, N. J. UNION-CITY, N. J.
WASHINGTON, D. C. YORK, PA.

PENNS GROVE-CARNEY’S POINT, N. J. WOOD-RIDGE, N. J.
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FOUNDER FOUND

Well sir, back in September our Rov-
ing Reporter was in Tulsa and decided
to look up a man who has been men-
tioned from time to time in connection
with SPEBSQSA. Cash is the name,
On a hot tip our reporter headed
northeasterly from the lovely Cash
home in Tulsa proper, sped through
Oolaga where Will Rogers was born,
and where the sign points to the
Rogers ranch near Claremore, left the
paved highway; and the picture
proves what he found beside an empty
saddle in the old corral.

Yes sir, this man Cash was stranded
'way out there without a horse., He's
a meat eater, is Cash, and the short-
age at home had become so acute that
he’d gone out to the ranch that morn-
ing to rope a steer. But the steers
were 'way over in the South Pasture,
and Cash got so gosh durned hungry
that he ate the horse.

“WAIT TILL THE SUN SHINES, NELLIE”

Part of Milwaukee's 100th birthday was a miles-long parade. A highlight was the
Hi-Lo Quartet, singing from a float depicting an o. f. barbershop with Society
members Erv. Hasley and Harold Tishrock as barber and shavee. The float almost

That gave him stren’th to pack the

saddle and bridle 4 miles back, across
floated, but singer-crowd enthusiasm wasn't dampened.

PARTIAL LIST OF COMING EVENTS
(As reported to the International Secretary up to Oct. 22nd, 1946 inclusive.)

a big bottom where oil comes out of
the ground while blue stem hay grows
thick on the surface. When tracked

down he was about to dump the horse January 26 Northwest Suburban Chapter
jewelry into the “shack,” 0. C.’s name Park Ridge, Il Quartet Parade
for a little building that is the Muse-  February 1 Elyria, Ohio Quartet Parade
um of SPEBSQSA. On its walls are February 1 Fort Wayne, Indiana Distriet Contest
pictures and documents covering men February 1 Jersey City, N. J. Quartet Parade
and events in the Society from its in- February 1 Massillon, Ohio Quartet Parade
ception. It's hard for Cash to decide February 5-6 East Aurora, N. Y. Minstrel Show
which means most, the big place with February 15 Cleveland, Ohio Quartet Parade
its thousands of native pecan trees February 15 Green Bay, Wisconsin Jubilee
growing lush in that Oklahoma bot- February 23 Bloomington, IIl. Quartet Parade
tom land, or the collection on the March 9 Princeton, Il Quartet Parade
walls of the little museum. Pinned March 16 Jacksonville, TlI. Quartet Parade
down, O. C. said (and we quote) “Well March 22 Saginaw, Mich. Quartet Parade
I could get along without the ranch April 5 Grand Rapids, Mich. Great Lakes Invitational
but not without what’s in the Shack.” April 12 Jamestown, N. Y. Quartet Parade
By the time the Reporter had skimmed April 12 New Haven, Conn. Quartet Parade
hurriedly over the collection it was April 12 Passaic, N. J. Quartet Parade
nearly noon. As he stepped out, every Apnl 12-13 Kansas City, Mo. Quartet Parade
horse in the corral took off, over a Apr%l 19 Oklahoma City, Okla. Quartet Parade
ten-bar fence, and high tailed it for April 26 Port Huron, Mich. Quartet Parade
the tall timber. So, we ate the saddle. May 9-10-11 Regional Preliminaries
May 18 Rock Island, TIL Quartet Parade
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November 15 Paterson, N. J. Quartet Parade
November 16 Lansing, Michigan Quartet Parade
November 16 Buffalo, N. Y. Quartet Parade
November 23 Louisville, Ky. B. 8. Quartet Festival
November 23 Hartford, Conn. Quartet Parade
November 30 Columbus, Ohio State Contest
November 30 Pontiac, Michigan Quartet Parade
November 30 Fox River Valley, Il Quartet Parade
November 30 Diamond State

Wilmington, Del. Quartet Review
December 1 Decatur, Il1. Quartet Parade
December 1 Pioneer (Chicago) Concert
December 6 Milwaukee, Wis. Quartet Parade
December 7 Elkhart, Indiana All-Indiana Quartet Parade
December 7 Cincinnati, Ohio Quartet Parade
December 7 Mt. Pleasant, Mich, Quartet Parade
December 14 Tecumseh, Mich, Quartet Parade
December 15 Beardstown, I11. Quartet Parade
January 4 Union City, N. J. 1st Annual Dance
January 11 Baltimore, Md. District Contest
January 11 Hamilton, Ontario Charter Night

January 17-18

January 18
January 25
January 25

January 25

January 26

June 12-13-14

Omaha, Nebraska
Canton, Ohio

Boyne City, Mich.
York, Pa.

Dayton, Ohio

East Chicago, Indiana

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

International Board Meeting

Quartet Parade
“Bush League Contest”
Quartet Parade
Quartet Parade
Quartet Parade

Convention





