THE YANKEE DOODLE BOY

1904

Breathes there a man, or woman, who hasn’t sung this classic of the American musical theater,

‘this bold and brash flag-waving paean of patriotism? It was a stroke of genius that Cohan took the S

title of a song well-known from Colonial times in America, and incorporated it into the title of one “

- of the hit songs from his musical play “Little Johnny Jones.”” Cohan also appropriated parts of the

melody of “Yankee Doodle” in the verse of “The Yankee Doodle Boy.” There was instant recognition, o

instant communication, and instant success.

“Little Johnny Jones” was Cohan’s first smash hit show and helped to establish him as the
leading figure of Broadway and the musical stage.

By GEORGE M. COHAN
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